140 INNOVATIONS AND FOREIGN INFLUENCES
later to become at once the basis and the justification of the
Messianic hope, appeared.1 Chapter vii. (IB ff.) contains the
following passage : ;i I saiL* in the night visions, and behold, one
like ike Ison of 31 an came with the clouds of heaven, and came to
the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And
there teas given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all
people, nations and languages should serve him; his dominion is
an ~everlasting dominion which shall not pass away, and his
kingdom shall never be destroyed." When the author spoke of
this figure who was like a son of man (which simply means like
a man} he was certainly not thinking of the Messiah. The
figure may have been merely a symbol of the chosen people who
were destined to supersede the four monstrous beasts described
in the beginning of the chapter (vii. 3), and which probably
represent the Empires of the Babylonians, Medes, Persians,
and Macedonians. But the identification of the figure with the
Messiah was tempting. To bring it about, it was only necessary
to imagine that the symbolic figure was a heavenly person,
sent by God, and invested with his power, bearing the name of
the Son of Man, to say that the Messiah would appear in such a
form. The identification is actually effected in the Book of
Enoch, at least in its later parts, which represent the Messiah
as the heavenly Man, a miraculous being, created by God before
time began and reserved in heaven till his appointed hour.2
It should be noted, moreover, that this victorious Messiah was
not necessarily foreseen as the warrior of popular imagination,
adorned with the spoils of conquest.3
The old conception of the Davidic king, destined to bring
in the Kingdom of God for Israel, had to be transformed before
the conception of the Messiah could be arrived at. The trans-
formation was the result of foreign influence, of contact with
some myth describing the accession of a new god to the throne
of the world.4 The fact that the Messiah was represented as
having to take the field against a host which included demons
as well as the wicked, and as triumphing over the world of
1 There is an interesting examination of the passage in CCLIX. 341 ff.
- CCLX, 286.
3	Enoch xxxix. 6 ; xlvi. 1, 2 ; xlviii. 3-6 ;  Ixvii. 7 ;  Ixx. 1 ;  4 Esdras
xii. 32 ; xiii. 26, 52.     C/. LIX, 275 ; CCLXXXVXII, 40 ff. ;  CCLIX, 373 #,
379 ff.    Xote that the expression Son of Man (bar-enosh or bar-nasha)
stresses the humanity of the Messiah, like the Greek vlo; rov dvQq(hnovt
as  opposed to Son of God (ben-elohim  or bar-ilaha = vwz  rov ^®eov}+
CCXCVni, 383.
4	OOLXI, 25.    It has "been suggested that (CCLXXXVm, loc. ciL) we
have here the transformation of a sun-god, but no convincing proof of
this has been brought forward.

